
  
Holy Cross Lutheran Church  (HCLC)  

Minutes  for Counci l Meeting –  September 29,  2020 

 

The September 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by President W endy 

Lambeth on Tuesday, September 29, 2020 at 12:10 p.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the 

meeting with a prayer.   
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy Beamesderfer, Linda 

Cuzzort, Deacon Karen Davidson, Ricki Finstad, Julie Kilkenny, Hazeley Ruthstrom-Cole, Kay 

Vaccaro, and Sharon Wagner.  John Cooper was not in attendance.   

 

The minutes from the August Council Meeting were submitted by Julie Kilkenny and were 

unanimously approved by those present.  They will be submitted for publication in 

Crossties and on the website. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Ricki Finstad.  Treasurer Finstad reported that 

August offerings were $27, 567, which was about the same as July offerings of $ 27,188.  

Year-to-date 2020 offerings were $191,586, which is $55,365 less than year-to-date 2019 

offerings.  Expenses for August were $31,053, a decrease of $21,442 from July (July 

included the annual insurance premium of $27,000).  Year-to-date 8/31/20 expenses were 

$3,486 more than offerings taken in.  The checking account balance at 8/31/20 was 

$191,027, not including restricted funds.  The Endowment Committee has $1,174 interest 

available for disbursement.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously  approved as 

presented. 

  

Pastoral Staff Reports:  
 

Pastor Berggren gave a brief update on his activities for the month.  He will begin working 

on a letter for stewardship this year.  He noted that organist Rob Carty will not be available 

for services on October 11th, November 1st  or November 8th, but that he is available for the 

Christmas Eve service.  Pastor Berggren announced he will be taking vacation and will be out 

for services on November 15th, November 22nd and December 6th.   
 

Deacon Davidson noted that she will be filling in for Pastor Berggren while he is on vacation.  

She continues her calls and visits with parishioners . 

 

Old Business and Committee Reports : 
 

Buildings and Grounds:  President Lambeth reported that the parking lot project is finished.  There 

are a few areas where water puddles, especially along the fence by School of the Woods (due to 

extensive tree roots); this was not a part of the repaving project.  Alan Lambeth is repairing the 

broken stained-glass windows in the Youth and Media rooms.  Council briefly discussed flooding in the  
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courtyard area on the north side of campus.  Ms. Lambeth noted that there is not much slope 

between that area and Westview Drive.  Council also discussed fence problems on the east side of 

the campus.  The corner fence on the ELC playground is bent and needs welding work.   Hazeley 

Ruthstrom-Cole offered to check with a contact of hers to see what could be done.  Pastor Berggren 

suggested they also look at the problem with the sliding gate by the Wirt Road accessible parking 

spaces.    
 

WELCA:  Nancy Beamesderfer gave an update on WELCA activities.  She reported that the 2020 

officers were officially installed at the September general meeting.  They are working on alternate 

fundraising projects since the 2020 Rummage Sale was cancelled.  The Craft Sale was held on 

September 26th.   The next General Meeting will be in December. 
 

Telge property update:  President Lambeth reported that Lot 2 was on the market, but at 

meeting time Lot 1 was not.  A motion to put Lot 1 back on the market  was made, duly 

seconded, and unanimously approved by Council.  Council members discussed the history 

of the committee, with Telge member Sharon Wagner giving her perspective on the 

mission of the Committee since its inception, and Council determined that with all of the 

lots either sold or on the market, the Telge Committee had fulfilled its mission to the 

congregation.  A motion to disband the Telge Committee was made, seconded and 

approved by Council.   
 

Social Media:  Ms. Lambeth reported that Pastor Berggren’s YouTube videos were gaining 

viewership.  Council members noted positive feedback from Holy Cross members and 

friends.      

    

New Business: 
 

Computer upgrades:  President Lambeth reported that the computer upgrades for the 

administrative and pastors’ offices are being installed; this will bring everyone onto the 

Windows 10 platform. 
 

Lighting Assessment:  Council discussed the two bids for updating the light fixtures on 

campus to LED technology.  Deacon Davidson suggested also evaluating the exterior lighting 

setup, with a special attention to security needs.  
 

Advent:  President Lambeth proposed that, in this unusual COVID year, Holy Cross have a special 

focus on Advent.  A parishioner suggested that instead of ordering the customary devotions booklets, 

people could contribute Advent devotions or meditations for a collaborative collection.  Ms. Lambeth 

distributed a calendar with Bible verse prompts for those needing a little help deciding what to write 

about.   Council thought this was a good way to involve those who cannot attend onsite services.  Kay 

Vaccaro agreed to coordinate this project, and Julie Kilkenny will prepare information to distribute in 

an email blast.  Members also discussed posting the Wednesday Advent services on the YouTube  
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channel, adding an Advent wreath in the Atrium for these services, and how to administer the 

Pointsettia project this year.  
 

Other New Business:   Council discussed bringing back the Power Point presentation for Sunday 

worship services.  Inquiries into the Sip & Shop Market have been coming in from the community, 

and Council approved holding it after the December WELCA general meeting on December 5th.   

 
 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 1:15 p.m.  
 

 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Julie Kilkenny 

 

 


